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ABSTRACT
Very few studies have focused on the role pornography plays in
influencing and modelling sexual desire on the basis of race and
ethnicity. Using sexual script theory as an analytic tool, the pur-
pose of this empirical study was to explore indicators of the raci-
alisation of desire based on a sample of gay male pornography
users in Qu�ebec (Canada) (n¼ 974). Because gay male pornog-
raphy use is widespread, and because it is not simply used for
the purposes of education and validation but also influences sex-
ual norms and cultural scripts in a social context where sexual
racism seems prevalent, this study offers a new perspective on a
timely phenomenon. Based on our findings, the final nested linear
regression model demonstrates that higher levels of racialised
desire attributed to gay male pornography use were associated
with the following: being at least 55 years old; having a yearly
income of less than $45,000 CAD; using interracial gay male
pornography; not primarily using gender-diverse gay male porno-
graphic content (heterosexual, bisexual, transsexual); having
higher levels of perceived pressure to conform; having a higher
preference for bareback pornography; and having higher levels of
acquired sexual knowledge.
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Introduction

Using empirical data derived from gay male pornography users, this paper documents
the self-reported perceptions of gay male pornography use on the racialisation of
users’ desire. Specifically, it examines the intersections of race and desire as statistically
salient indicators in the reception and uptake of gay male pornography.

Existing research indicates that gay sexually explicit media, including gay male
pornography, often represent and sexualise racialised men in reductive and exotic
ways (Fung 1991; Kendall and Funk 2004; White et al. 2015). However, very few empir-
ical studies have explored the representations of race within gay male pornography
from a reception point of view or according to users’ reported desires. To date, studies
on race and racism within sexually explicit media have mainly employed content ana-
lysis as a methodological tool. For example, in their content analyses of pornographic
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ads available on male dating sites, White et al. (2015) have documented that when
only Black men are depicted, 70% of the ads show condomless sex, as opposed to
17% when only White men are represented. This finding suggests a sociosexual script
that normalises and exalts a racialised ‘masculinity’ that apparently prefers sexual risk-
taking practices (White et al. 2014; White et al. 2015). Other content analysis studies
have argued that gay male pornography can reify negative racial stereotypes by
narrowly representing Latino and Black men, for example, as dominant and hyper-
sexualised, and/or by conveying representations of Asian men as undersexualised, sub-
missive and effeminate (Daroya 2013; Fung 1991; Obendorf 2006; Ortiz 1994).

In this study, we build on existing studies that use self-report measures, which have
documented that pornography use is more common and normalised for gay men
than for heterosexual men (Downing et al. 2017; Traeen and Daneback 2013).
Additionally, gay male pornography is also pervasive across gay communities and
media (Corneau et al. 2017; Morrison, Morrison, and Bradley 2007). However, scholar-
ship on the possible social and/or individual influences of gay male pornography is
contradictory and polarised: there exists a continuum of interpretations that range
from a (positive) gay-affirmative to (negative) harms-based points of view (Bishop
2015). Along this continuum, research on racism and racial representations within gay
male pornography often tends towards the latter, negative-critical framework (Kendall
and Funk 2004; Obendorf 2006). Claims stemming from the harms-based paradigm
note that gay male pornography is often made by and for a predominantly White
audience (Bishop 2015), arguing that gay male pornography (re)produces and conveys
unequal representations and stereotypes based on race and ethnicity (producing a fet-
ishised and objectified Other).

We present our data as advancing a descriptive rather than a normative claim, situ-
ated along the interpretive continuum. That said, we note that many claims stemming
from the aforementioned frameworks have been supported and studied empirically,
and these provide the context for our study’s significance. For example, arguments
that gay male pornography is a source of information or that it validates gay male
sexuality are well documented. The results of research demonstrate that gay male
pornography can be used as a learning tool that teaches about sex and sexuality
between men (Corneau et al. 2017; Harper et al. 2016; McKie, Lachowsky, and
Milhausen 2015). For men from ethnic and racial minorities in particular, Arrington-
Sanders et al. (2015) contend that pornography is practically the only available valid-
ation and educational tool concerning male-to-male sexual practices. Reporting data
derived from interviews with Black same-sex sexually active youth (n¼ 47), their study
documented that sexually explicit material teaches them about sexual roles, reper-
toires and positions (Arrington-Sanders et al. 2015). Wright (2013) also contends that
pornography use is more prevalent among non-White men. In Brennan et al. (2013)
qualitative study on body image among ethnoracialised gay and bisexual men
(n¼ 61), participants reported media as a crucial source of representations whereby
men come to compare themselves with others, whether negatively or positively.

Some scholars report that gay male pornography not only reflects the sexualisation
of racial/ethnic stereotypes but also hypostatises them (Arrington-Sanders et al. 2015;
Robinson and Frost 2018), suggesting a process whereby nominally descriptive
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content becomes inscribed in users’ expectations and experiences as social and sexual
scripts. Moreover, interracial and racialised pornography is a very popular sub-genre,
particularly among gay White men (Cervulle and Rees-Roberts 2009). Statistics on Web
traffic pertaining to gay male pornography use on the Pornhub Web platform for the
year 2017 shows that the Black category was the most viewed, followed by Straight
Guys, Daddy, Bareback and Big Dick. As Robinson (2015, 318) puts it, ‘Racialisation
works in conjunction with sexualisation’, which is to say that pornography is scripted
along racial lines and, conversely, that race is scripted through pornography.

Sexual script theory (Simon and Gagnon 1986, 2003; Wiederman 2015) provides an
analytic framework for studying racialising inscriptions in users’ sexual desires. Sexual
scripts operate at three distinct levels: the cultural (guides, external sexual scenarios,
norms and expectations conveyed through institutions, socialisation agents and social
life), the interpersonal (the inclusion of cultural guides into one’s sexuality, the individu-
al’s response to external sexual scenarios) and the intrapsychic (the realm of one’s pri-
vate and inner life, desires and fantasies). In this sense, gay male pornography can
generate cultural scripts, symbols (Wiederman 2015) and a ‘normative system’
(�Stulhofer, Bu�sko, and Landripet 2010, 176) that cultivates normative ideals and fantasy
material that individuals might integrate into their sex lives and fantasy worlds.
Cultural sexual scripts play an important role in desire formation, and scripts are tied
to racial stereotypes (Grov et al. 2015). Sexual script theory can therefore shed light
on how gay male pornography finds its way into intrapsychic relations, and how
desires are connected to social meanings and values (Simon and Gagnon 1986). Gay
media, pornography and sexually explicit media hold the potential to reproduce sex-
ual racism, a phenomenon that seems particularly pronounced in gay communities
(Robinson and Frost 2018; Teunis 2007). Racial stereotypes, along with racial fetishism
and race-based sexual rejection are the three main components of sexual racism
(Plummer 2007; Ro et al. 2013).

Although we know that gay male pornography users learn from it, and that gay
male pornography often depicts racialised bodies in stereotypical ways, we know very
little about how racialised representations influence users’ desires from an audience
point of view. Drawing on sexual script theory (Simon and Gagnon 1986, 2003) and
empirical self-report data, the purpose of this study is to explore indicators of the raci-
alisation of desire (Obendorf 2006; Robinson 2015) in a sample of male gay male porn-
ography users. The study aims to fill an important gap in the literature on gay male
pornography in that it is one of the few that addresses the influence of gay male
pornography on sexual desires based on race through gay male pornography users’
self-reported perceptions. It represents an original contribution because the reception
and uptake of gay male pornography, as well as the normalisation of racialised sexual
scripts, are rarely documented.

Methods

Sample

The study took the form of an online survey on social representations of and attitudes
towards gay male pornography in Qu�ebec, Canada. While English is the majority
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language in the North American context, the official language of the Canadian prov-
ince of Qu�ebec (population 8,849,200) is French, which is the most spoken language
at home for 80% of the population (Institut de la Statistique du Qu�ebec 2019). The
survey aimed at documenting empirically the polarised discursive arguments made on
gay male pornography through users’ perspectives. The research was conducted with
the approval of the Universit�e du Qu�ebec �a Montr�eal (UQAM) institutional Research
Ethics Board.

A wide variety of recruitment strategies were deployed in order to reach a wide
selection of research participants throughout the province of Qu�ebec (Facebook and
WordPress pages, emails to community organisations, posters in gay public spaces,
ads in gay media). The inclusion criteria for the study were (a) self-identifying as a
man, (b) residing in the province of Qu�ebec (Canada), (c) being able to fill out an
online survey in French, (d) being at least 16 years of age, and (e) having used gay
male pornography in the last year. Participants with missing data on the dependent
variable (i.e. the scale of racialised sexual desire) were excluded.

After assessing the inclusion criteria, the total sample for the overarching study was
1,027, but only 974 had no missing data on the dependent variable. The mean age of
these participants (n¼ 974) was 35 years, and the majority of them were single (53%),
educated (56% had at least a university diploma of some sort), not very religious (60%
said they did not have any religious affiliation, and 35% identified as Catholic), and
self-identified as gay (87%) and as either Canadian or Qu�eb�ecois as their main ethno-
cultural group (90%).

Measures

The survey contained 93 questions, making it possible for participants to complete it
in approximately 20min. The survey was divided into four main sections: sociodemo-
graphic information (20 items), social representations of gay male pornography (27
items), characteristics of pornography use (17 items) and attitudes towards gay male
pornography (29 items).

Social representations and attitudes towards gay male pornography
An iterative exploratory factor analysis (EFA) approach was used to construct and val-
idate the scales, and the results have been published (Corneau et al. 2017). Our vali-
dated tool included 5 scales on social representations of gay pornography – perceived
racial and gender stereotypes, negative perception of bareback1 pornography, valid-
ation and educational utility, negative perception of gay pornography, perceived role
of gay pornography in norm formation. These scales capture perceptions of porno-
graphy that are largely descriptive and general, whereas 5 additional scales on
attitudes toward gay pornography were more personal, relating to opinion and experi-
ence, and therefore of greater relevance to the perceived impacts of gay male pornog-
raphy (perceived pressure to conform, preference for bareback pornography, acquired
sexual knowledge, racialised sexual desire, problematic use). In other words, items
related to social representations were more general (e.g. ‘gay pornography helps
remind society of the existence of sexuality between men’), whereas items related to
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attitudes were more personal (e.g. ‘gay pornography helps me learn what we can do
sexually between men’).

Responses to each representation and attitude item were provided using a 5-point
Likert scale with 0¼ strongly agree to 4¼ strongly disagree. Each scale was calculated
by averaging the relevant items. The scale of racialised sexual desire, used as the
dependent variable in this study, included three items. Each one targeted one of three
specific ethnoracial groups (‘My gay pornography use leads me to desire [Black or
Latino or Asian] men’).

Types of pornography used
Respondents could select up to 15 types of pornography that they used. To avoid issues
of collinearity, these types were thematically grouped. The interracial category was used
separately due to its relevance to the study’s topic. Exploratory factor analyses were con-
ducted on the tetrachoric correlations between the 14 other dichotomous variables to
explore potential grouping solutions, and three groups were identified. A dichotomous
variable was created for each group of variables to identify whether the respondents
used one of the included types of pornography. The three variables were (a) Mainstream
content (gay, amateur, solo/masturbation, bareback, roleplay/uniforms, group sex/orgies,
hentai/animation), (b) Fetishistic content (fisting, urine play/water sports, BDSM, leather/
latex/PVC), and (c) Gender-diverse content (heterosexual, bisexual, transsexual).

Type of media used
Respondents also had to select from among a list of 12 media, which types of media
they use to watch gay male pornography and which type they use the most. To avoid
issues of collinearity, these types were thematically grouped using the same procedure
as for the types of pornography. The five groups identified were (a) Public spaces
(movie theatres, bars, bathhouses), (b) Physical (DVD, books, magazines), (c) Paid TV
(cable TV, pay-per-view TV), (d) Free (free websites, free TV channels), and (e) Paid
Internet (paid websites, file sharing).

Data analysis

Nested linear regression models were used to explore the level of racialised desire.
The analytic strategy adopted was as follows. Independent variables were first classi-
fied into five categories: (1) sociodemographic characteristics, (2) sociosexual character-
istics, (3) patterns of pornography use, (4) types of media and content used for
viewing pornography, (5) social representations of gay male pornography, and (6) atti-
tudes toward gay male pornography. Variables with a statistically significant bivariate
association with the outcome were then identified for each category.

A series of 6 nested logistic regression analyses (called models 1 to 6) were then con-
ducted by adding variables from categories (1) to (6) into separate and subsequent
steps. For model 1, sociodemographic variables with a statistically significant bivariate
association with the outcome were used together, but those that lost their statistical
significance were then removed until the model only included statistically significant
indicators. For model 2, variables from model 1 were retained, and those from category
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2 with a statistically significant bivariate association with the outcome were added.
Variables from category 2 that lost their statistical significance were then removed until
the model only included statistically significant indicators from that category. Variables
from categories 3 to 6 were then added to models 3 to 6 using the same procedure.

Results

Preliminary analyses

The age was missing for 5.1% of the respondents. For each other indicator, fewer than
1.7% of respondents had missing data. Multiple imputations were thus used for the
former variable only. Overall, 5.6% of participants who had a value for the dependent
variable were removed from the statistical analysis due to missing data on at least
one of the independent variables. The final sample size was 919 participants.

Categories were merged for three variables because their effect on the dependent
variable was statistically equivalent at every step and they were conceptually compat-
ible. Age was dichotomised into ‘55years old or more’ (vs. not), and yearly income into
‘45,000 CAD or more’ (vs. not). For sexual attraction, the two participants who men-
tioned ‘no attraction’ were merged with the modal category, i.e. ‘attracted to men only’.

Main analyses

The results are presented in Table 1. As can be seen for the final model, a higher level
of racialised desire attributed to one’s gay male pornography use was associated with
the following: (1) being at least 55 years old; (2) having a yearly income of less than
$45,000 CAD; (3) using interracial gay male pornography; (4) not primarily using gen-
der-diverse gay male pornographic content (i.e. heterosexual, bisexual or transsexual);
(5) perceived pressure to conform; (6) having a preference for bareback pornography;
and (7) acquired sexual knowledge.

Seven other variables were statistically significant indicators when entered, but they
lost their significance at a subsequent step, probably because their effect was explained
by variables from a subsequent block. Being single (block 1) lost its significance when
sexual attraction (block 2) was entered, which lost its significance when variables describ-
ing patterns of pornography use (block 3) were entered, which also lost their significance
when the variables of the subsequent block (i.e. the types of media and content used
for viewing pornography) was entered. In addition, using either pay-per-view or file shar-
ing as the main medium for gay male pornography (block 4) and two social representa-
tions (perceived racial and gender stereotypes, and validation and education utility; block
5) were positively associated to racialised desires, but their effects became statistically
non-significant when the attitudes scales were entered (block 6).

Discussion

Our study explored indicators of the racialisation of desire based on a sample of gay
male pornography users. Participants who reported that their gay male pornography
use racialised their desires (i.e. led them to desire Black, Latino or Asian men)
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distinguished themselves from those who did not (report the racialisation of desire) in
terms of age, yearly income, types of pornography used and attitudes towards gay
male pornography.

Sociodemographic variables appear to increase the likelihood of reporting that gay
male pornography use influenced sexual desires when it comes to race and ethnicity,
including being older than 55 years. In terms of age, even though some scholars con-
tend that pornography use tends to be more prevalent in younger men (McCormack
and Wignall 2017; Wright 2013), our data suggest that this trend is reversed in relation
to the racialisation of desire, at least in our sample. The fact that older men were
more likely to report that their gay male pornography use racialised their desires could
be attributed to a greater awareness and willingness to acknowledge media influence
on their sexual desires. Future research would benefit from exploring older men’s
uses, pleasures and meanings associated with gay male pornography in a social con-
text of lesser or declining sexual currency within gay mainstream communities that
value youth and physical appearance (Suen 2017; Wight et al. 2015). Our results also
reveal that an annual income of less than $45,000 CAD was associated with higher lev-
els of racialisation of desire through gay male pornography use. This effect is interest-
ing but warrants further inquiry since it is not in itself the threshold of a specific social
class. These trends may also suggest greater distance from mainstream gay commun-
ities and venues, which typically cater to younger men with more disposable income
(Emlet 2016). More research is needed in order to understand if affiliation with gay
communities may influence some perceived effects of pornography use.

In terms of the type of pornography used, the use of interracial pornography was
associated with an increased likelihood of racialisation of desire. More research is
needed to document the expectations, experiences and reception of interracial porn-
ography, since it is increasingly acknowledged that specific genres and types of porn-
ography need to be taken into account in pornography studies (Corneau and van der
Meulen 2014; Downing et al. 2017; Hald and �Stulhofer 2016). On the other hand,
reporting gender-diverse gay male pornographic content as the main type of pornog-
raphy used (as opposed to mainstream or fetishistic content)—defined as heterosex-
ual, bisexual or transsexual pornography (thus non exclusively targeted for gay men or
men who have sex with men because it depicts more than just anatomical males)—
decreased the likelihood of the racialisation of desire. This suggests that gay male
pornography users in our sample who primarily use non-exclusively gay sexual con-
tent tended to racialise less. This trend might be explained by the fact that racial ster-
eotypes and stereotyping seem highly prevalent in gay milieux and media (Callander,
Holt, and Newman 2018; Teunis 2007; Rafalow, Feliciano, and Robnett 2017; Robinson
and Frost 2018), that gay male pornography capitalises on a narrow racial ideology
and hierarchy (Burke 2016; Corneau et al. 2017; Kendall and Funk 2004; White et al.
2015), and that race is sexualised in gay subcultures (Robinson 2015).

In terms of attitudes towards gay male pornography, responses on three attitudinal
scales were linked to a higher likelihood of the racialisation of desire, namely, (1) a
higher perceived pressure to conform to what is conveyed through gay male pornog-
raphy, (2) a higher preference for bareback pornography, and (3) higher acquired sex-
ual knowledge. The perceived pressure to conform scale captures the self-perception
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and self-comparison induced by gay male pornography in terms of performance, sex-
ual abilities and physical attraction (Corneau et al. 2017). Our results contribute to the
existing literature regarding pornography use leading to negative self-perception and
self-comparison and feelings of anxiety regarding one’s physique (Duggan and
McCreary 2004; Whitfield et al. 2018).

The preference for bareback pornography scale measured the extent to which bareback
pornography was considered more arousing, which may in turn influence the desire to
have sexual relations without a condom (Corneau et al. 2017). In their content analysis,
Downing et al. (2014) documented how the depiction of condomless sex is increasing in
gay male pornography. Gay men are also more likely to report watching pornography
depicting condomless sexual behaviour than heterosexual men (Downing et al. 2017). This
preference for bareback pornography could be linked to the fact that interracial gay male
pornography itself tends to depict condomless sex (White et al. 2014; White et al. 2015)
and that bareback pornography is highly racialised: it capitalises on racial power dynamics
and the transgression of racial boundaries (Mowlabocus, Harbottle, and Witzel 2014).

The last attitude scale that appears to increase the likelihood of reporting that gay
male pornography use racialises sexual desire is related to gay male pornography as
an educational tool. Pornography can provide sexual knowledge and information
about sexual practices (Hald, Smolenski, and Rosser 2013); however, as Mowlabocus,
Harbottle, and Witzel (2013) contend, even though gay male pornography may serve
educational purposes, bareback pornography is often chosen for fantasy material and
pleasure. Our results complicate this argument in that participants who subscribed to
the belief that their desires were racialised through gay male pornography had a
higher likelihood to report learning from gay male pornography.

Limitations

Our study design has several limitations. First, we used a non-probability sample with
online self-report measures. We cannot therefore generalise our findings more widely
to all gay men, men who have sex with men, or all gay male pornography users.
Second, since our research did not address gay male pornography users’ sexual part-
ner selection, sexual interactions, behaviours, sexual practices or sexual expectations in
relation to race, we cannot document the interpersonal level of sexual scripts. Third,
our survey items, mostly derived from North American literature on gay male pornog-
raphy, focused specifically on Black, Asian and Latino men. Other research on gay
male pornography (mostly European) addresses the ways in which Arab men are
stereotypically portrayed (Cervulle 2008; Cervulle and Rees-Roberts 2009). Fourth,
because our scale on racialised sexual desire has been generated through items
related to a compound of three different racial groups, we were unable to capture the
differences and nuances pertaining to each specific racialised group.

Future research

A promising avenue for further research would be to evaluate and measure the inter-
action of the three levels of sexual script theory (Wiederman 2015). Given the
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voluminous research on racism and racial stereotypes in gay milieux (Callander, Holt,
and Newman 2018; Teunis 2007; Rafalow, Feliciano, and Robnett 2017; Robinson and
Frost 2018) and their impact on racialised men (Arrington-Sanders et al. 2015;
Robinson and Frost 2018), it is realistic to argue that gay male pornography could
play a role that exceeds cultural scripts and fantasy material. Indeed, gay male pornog-
raphy demonstrably capitalises on a racial hierarchy that closely mirrors sociohistorical
structures of oppression (Burke 2016; Corneau et al. 2017; Kendall and Funk 2004;
Robinson 2015; White et al. 2015). Since race and ethnicity are gendered (Han and
Choi 2018; Rafalow, Feliciano, and Robnett 2017), stereotyped and sexualised in differ-
ent ways (Daroya 2013), more research that takes these differences into account is
needed. Content analysis offers another means of documenting how race and ethni-
city are depicted in a variety of gay male pornography genres and types; such work
might begin to account for the ways in which behavioural content is depicted in rela-
tion to race and ethnicity.

Another question that warrants further exploration concerns the reception of raci-
alising gay male pornography from racialised men themselves. What are their particu-
lar perceptions, uses, social representations and positioning on racialised content and
the stereotypes conveyed through gay male pornography? Racialised men are not
the passive recipients of norms and stereotypes; they can confront, contest and sub-
vert them, or make use of them erotically (Daroya 2013; Han and Choi 2018). As Lick
and Johnson (2015) contend, sexual stereotypes are gendered; race sends gendered
cues that are associated with particular sexual attributes or expected sexual roles.
Lick and Johnson (2015, 1473) assert that ‘gay men associate racial groups with spe-
cific sexual roles’, roles conveyed through cultural sexual scripts and stereotypes
(Grov et al. 2015). Even though our study addressed how users perceive racial stereo-
types within gay male pornography (social representations) and how this influences
their desires in terms of race (attitudes), it would be relevant, as Grov et al. (2015,
233) contend, to evaluate more generally ‘the level to which gay and bisexual men
hold racial stereotypes and how these levels relate to their sexuality’ in order to
deepen our understanding of the interaction between the three levels of sexual
scripts. Furthermore, qualitative and cultural studies using critical race theory could
build on our findings. How, for example, do gay male pornography users navigate,
perceive and negotiate power, stereotypes, oppression and privilege in a context
where race itself is a social construction but with real consequences on the lives of
racialised people? Moreover, how is the Other constructed by gay male pornography
users in a context where, as Han (2014, 12) contends, queer white men are seemingly
unracialised and ‘desire can only be claimed as a white possession in a process that
makes whiteness the invisible standard by which we measure the desirability of
racialised non-white queer men’?

Conclusion

Despite this study’s limitations, our results allowed us to document a topic on which
very little empirical work is available. The reception end of racialised sexual represen-
tations can signal some trends related to a phenomenon (pornography) and a
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normalised practice (gay male pornography use) for the purposes of education or val-
idation, and their possible effects on the racialisation of desire through sexual cultural
scripts conveyed in and by gay male pornography. However, the field is complex: gay
male pornography can validate as well as alienate (Rothmann 2013), and sexual prefer-
ences based on race can be liberating as well as stigmatising inasmuch as they reify
racial inequalities (White et al. 2014). In a globalised and neoliberal context where per-
sonal choice, pleasure, freedom and consumption are highly valued, cultural beliefs
and values circulating in the digital age have the potential to instantiate new forms of
racism (Hill Collins 2005) that travel under the aegis of freedom and individual
‘preferences’ but which nevertheless eclipse inequalities and influence the intrapsychic
as well as the interpersonal (Robinson 2015).

Note

1. We used Rosser et al.’s definition (2012, 1374) for our study: sexually explicit material
‘depicting any behavior documented to transmit HIV, including unprotected anal
intercourse (UAI), ingestion of another man’s semen in oral sex, depictions of ejaculation
inside the anus/or ejaculate in or on the anus, and UAI with multiple men’.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

Funding

This study was supported by the Fonds de recherche du Qu�ebec Soci�et�e et Culture under
grant #172525.

ORCID

Stuart J. Murray http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8850-5406

References

Arrington-Sanders, R., G. W. Harper, A. Morgan, A. Ogunbajo, M. Trent, and J. D. Fortenberry.
2015. “The Role of Sexually Explicit Material in the Sexual Development of Same-Sex-
Attracted Black Adolescent Males.” Archives of Sexual Behavior 44 (3): 597–608. doi:10.1007/
s10508-014-0416-x

Bishop, C. J. 2015. “‘Cocked, Locked and Ready to Fuck?’: A Synthesis and Review of the Gay
Male Pornography Literature.” Psychology & Sexuality 6 (1): 5–27. doi:10.1080/19419899.2014.
983739

Brennan, D. J., K. Asakura, C. George, P. A. Newman, S. Giwa, T. A. Hart, R. Souleymanov, and G.
Betancourt. 2013. ““Never Reflected Anywhere.” Body Image Ethnoracialized Gay and Bisexual
Men.” Body Image 10 (3): 389–398. doi:10.1016/j.bodyim.2013.03.006

Burke, N. B. 2016. “Straight-Acting: Gay Pornography, Heterosexuality, and Hegemonic
Masculinity.” Porn Studies 3 (3): 238–254. doi:10.1080/23268743.2016.1196117

Callander, D., M. Holt, and C. E. Newman. 2018. “Gay Racism.” In The Psychic Life of Racism in
Gay Men’s Communities, edited by D. W. Riggs, 1–13. Lanham: Lexington Books.

CULTURE, HEALTH & SEXUALITY 589

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-014-0416-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-014-0416-x
https://doi.org/10.1080/19419899.2014.983739
https://doi.org/10.1080/19419899.2014.983739
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bodyim.2013.03.006
https://doi.org/10.1080/23268743.2016.1196117


Cervulle, M. 2008. “French Homonormativity and the Commodification of the Arab Body.”
Radical History Review 2008 (100): 171–179. doi:10.1215/01636545-2007-028

Cervulle, M., and N. Rees-Roberts. 2009. “Queering the Orientalist Porn Package: Arab Men
in French Gay Pornography.” New Cinemas: Journal of Contemporary Film 6 (3): 197–208.
doi:10.1386/ncin.6.3.197_1

Corneau, S., D. Beaulieu-Pr�evost, K. Bernatchez, and M. Beauchemin. 2017. “Gay Male
Pornography: A Study of Users’ Perspectives.” Psychology & Sexuality 8 (3): 223–245.
doi:10.1080/19419899.2017.1360931

Corneau, S., and E. van der Meulen. 2014. “Some like It Mellow: On Gay Men Complicating
Pornography Discourses.” Journal of Homosexuality 61 (4): 491–510. doi:10.1080/00918369.
2014.865452

Daroya, E. 2013. “Potatoes and Rice: Exploring the Racial Politics of Gay Asian and White Men’s
Desires and Desirability.” Critical Race and Whiteness Studies 9 (2): 1–13. https://acrawsa.org.au/

Downing, M. J., E. W. Schrimshaw, N. Antebi, and K. Siegel. 2014. “Sexually Explicit Media on the
Internet: A Content Analysis of Sexual Behaviors, Risk, and Media Characteristics in Gay Male
Adult Videos.” Archives of Sexual Behavior 43 (4): 811–821. doi:10.1007/s10508-013-0121-1

Downing, M. J., E. W. Schrimshaw, R. Scheinmann, N. Antebi-Gruszka, and S. Hirshfield. 2017.
“Sexually Explicit Media Use by Sexual Identity: A Comparative Analysis of Gay, Bisexual,
and Heterosexual Men in the United States.” Archives of Sexual Behavior 46 (6): 1763–1776.
doi:10.1007/s10508-016-0837-9

Duggan, S. J., and D. R. McCreary. 2004. “Body Image, Eating Disorders, and the Drive for
Muscularity in Gay and Heterosexual Men: The Influence of Media Images.” Journal of
Homosexuality 47 (3–4): 45–58. doi:10.1300/J082v47n03_03

Emlet, C. A. 2016. “Social, Economic, and Health Disparities among LGBT Older Adults.”
Generations 40 (2): 16–22. https://www.asaging.org/

Fung, R. 1991. “Looking for my Penis: The Eroticised Asian in Gay Video Porn.” In How Do I Look:
Queer Film and Video, edited by Bad Object-Choices, 145–168. Seattle: Bay Press.

Grov, C., L. D. Saleh, J. M. Lassiter, and J. T. Parsons. 2015. “Challenging Race-Based Stereotypes
about Gay and Bisexual Men’s Sexual Behavior and Perceived Penis Size and Size Satisfaction.”
Sexuality Research & Social Policy 12 (3): 224–235. doi:10.1007/s13178-015-0190-0

Hald, G. M., D. Smolenski, and B. R. S. Rosser. 2013. “Perceived Effects of Sexually Explicit
Media among Men Who Have Sex with Men and Psychometric Properties of the
Pornography Consumption Effects Scale (PCES).” The Journal of Sexual Medicine 10 (3):
757–767. doi:10.1111/j.1743-6109.2012.02988.x

Hald, G. M., and A. �Stulhofer. 2016. “What Types of Pornography Do People Use and Do They
Cluster? Assessing Types and Categories of Pornography Consumption in a Large-Scale Online
Sample.” The Journal of Sex Research 53 (7): 849–859. doi:10.1080/00224499.2015.1065953

Han, A. 2014. “I Think You’re the Smartest Race I’ve Ever Met: Racialised Economies of Queer
Male Desire.” Critical Race and Whiteness Studies 10 (2): 1–15. http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/view-
doc/download?doi=10.1.1.688.9660&rep=rep1&type=pdf

Han, C.-S., and K.-H. Choi. 2018. “Very Few People Say ‘No Whites’: Gay Men of Color and the
Racial Politics of Desire.” Sociological Spectrum 38 (3): 145–161. doi:10.1080/02732173.2018.
1469444

Harper, G. W., P. A. Serrano, D. Bruce, and J. A. Bauermeister. 2016. “The Internet’s Multiple Roles
in Facilitating the Sexual Orientation Identity Development of Gay and Bisexual Male
Adolescents.” American Journal of Men’s Health 10 (5): 359–376. doi:10.1177/1557988314566227

Hill Collins, P. 2005. Black Sexual Politics: African Americans, Gender, and the New Racism. New
York: Routledge.

Institut de la Statistique du Qu�ebec 2019. Le Qu�ebec Chiffres en Main. Qu�ebec: L’Institut. https://
www.stat.gouv.qc.ca/quebec-chiffre-main/pdf/qcm2019_fr.pdf

Kendall, C. N., and R. E. Funk. 2004. “Gay Male Pornography’s ‘Actors’: When ‘Fantasy’ Isn’t.” In
Prostitution, Trafficking, and Traumatic Stress., edited by M. Farley, 93–114. Binghampton:
Harrington Maltreatment and Trauma Press.

590 S. CORNEAU ET AL.

https://doi.org/10.1215/01636545-2007-028
https://doi.org/10.1386/ncin.6.3.197_1
https://doi.org/10.1080/19419899.2017.1360931
https://doi.org/10.1080/00918369.2014.865452
https://doi.org/10.1080/00918369.2014.865452
https://acrawsa.org.au/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-013-0121-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-016-0837-9
https://doi.org/10.1300/J082v47n03_03
https://www.asaging.org/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13178-015-0190-0
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-6109.2012.02988.x
https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.2015.1065953
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.688.9660&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.688.9660&rep=rep1&type=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/02732173.2018.1469444
https://doi.org/10.1080/02732173.2018.1469444
https://doi.org/10.1177/1557988314566227
https://www.stat.gouv.qc.ca/quebec-chiffre-main/pdf/qcm2019_fr.pdf
https://www.stat.gouv.qc.ca/quebec-chiffre-main/pdf/qcm2019_fr.pdf


Lick, D. J., and K. L. Johnson. 2015. “Intersecting Race and Gender Cues Are Associated with
Perceptions of Gay Men’s Preferred Sexual Roles.” Archives of Sexual Behavior 44 (5):
1471–1481. doi:10.1007/s10508-014-0472-2

Louis, T. A., and S. L. Zeger. 2008. “Effective Communication of Standard Errors and Confidence
Intervals.” Biostatistics 10 (1): 1–2. doi:10.1093/biostatistics/kxn014

McCormack, M., and L. Wignall. 2017. “Enjoyment, Exploration and Education: Understanding the
Consumption of Pornography among Young Men with Non-Exclusive Sexual Orientations.”
Sociology 51 (5): 975–991. doi:10.1177/0038038516629909

McKie, R. M., N. Lachowsky, and R. R. Milhausen. 2015. “The Positive Impact of Technology on
Young Gay Men’s Dating and Sexual Relationships in Canada: Results from a Focus Group
Study.” Journal of LGBT Youth 12 (1): 19–38. doi:10.1080/19361653.2014.935552

Morrison, T. G., M. A. Morrison, and B. A. Bradley. 2007. “Correlates of Gay Men’s Self-Reported
Exposure to Pornography.” International Journal of Sexual Health 19 (2): 33–43. doi:10.1300/
J514v19n02_03

Mowlabocus, S., J. Harbottle, and C. Witzel. 2013. “Porn Laid Bare: Gay Men, Pornography and
Bareback Sex.” Sexualities 16 (5-6): 523–547. doi:10.1177/1363460713487370

Mowlabocus, S., J. Harbottle, and C. Witzel. 2014. “What We Can’t See? Understanding the
Representations and Meanings of UAI, Barebacking, and Semen Exchange in Gay Male
Pornography.” Journal of Homosexuality 61 (10): 1462–1480. doi:10.1080/00918369.2014.928581

Obendorf, S. 2006. “Reading Racial Gaze: Western Gay Society and Pornographic Depictions of
Asian Men.” In Gendered Outcasts and Sexual Outlaws. Sexual Oppression and Gender
Hierarchies in Queer Men’s Lives, edited by C. Kendall, and W. Martino, 153–175. Binghampton:
Harrington Press.

Ortiz, C. 1994. “Hot and Spicy: Representation of Chicano/Latino Men in Gay Pornography.” Jump
Cut 39: 83–90. http://www.ejumpcut.org/archive/onlinessays/JC39folder/gayLatinoPorn.html

Plummer, M. D. 2007. “Sexual Racism in Gay Communities: Negotiating the Ethnosexual
Marketplace.” PhD diss., University of Washington.

Rafalow, M. H., C. Feliciano, and B. Robnett. 2017. “Racialized Feminity and Masculinity in the
Preferences of Online Same-Sex Daters.” Social Currents 4 (4): 306–321. doi:10.1177/
2329496516686621

Ro, A., G. Ayala, J. Paul, and K.-H. Choi. 2013. “Dimensions of Racism and Their Impact on
Partner Selection among Men of Colour Who Have Sex with Men: Understanding Pathways to
Sexual Risk.” Culture, Health & Sexuality 15 (7): 1–15. doi:10.1080/13691058.2013.785025

Robinson, A. R. 2015. “Personal Preference’ as the New Racism: Gay Desire and Racial Cleansing
in Cyberspace.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity 1 (2): 317–330. doi:10.1177/2332649214546870

Robinson, R. K., and D. M. Frost. 2018. “LGBT Equality and Sexual Racism.” Fordham Law Review
86 (6): 2739–2754. https://scholarship.law.berkeley.edu

Rosser, B. R. S., J. A. Grey, J. M. Wilkerson, A. Iantaffi, S. S. Brady, D. J. Smolenski, and K. J.
Horvath. 2012. “A Commentary on the Role of Sexually Explicit Media (SEM) in the
Transmission and Prevention of HIV among Men Who Have Sex with Men (MSM).” AIDS &
Behaviour 16 (6): 1373–1381. doi:10.1007/s10461-012-0135-z

Rothmann, J. 2013. “Doing’ and ‘Using’ Sexual Orientation: The Role of Gay Male Pornographic
Film in the Identity Construction of Gay Men.” South African Review of Sociology 44 (3): 22–41.
doi:10.1080/21528586.2013.817048

Simon, W., and J. H. Gagnon. 1986. “Sexual Scripts: Permanence and Change.” Archives of Sexual
Behavior 15 (2): 97–120. doi:10.1007/BF01542219

Simon, W., and J. H. Gagnon. 2003. “Sexual Scripts: Origins, Influences and Changes.” Qualitative
Sociology 26 (4): 491–497. doi:10.1023/B:QUAS.0000005053.99846.e5

�Stulhofer, A., V. Bu�sko, and I. Landripet. 2010. “Pornography, Sexual Socialization, and
Satisfaction among Young Men.” Archives of Sexual Behavior 39 (1): 168–178. doi:10.1007/
s10508-008-9387-0

Suen, Y. T. 2017. “Older Single Gay Men’s Body Talk: Resisting and Rigidifying the Aging
Discourse in the Gay Community.” Journal of Homosexuality 64 (3): 397–414. doi:10.1080/
00918369.2016.1191233

CULTURE, HEALTH & SEXUALITY 591

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-014-0472-2
https://doi.org/10.1093/biostatistics/kxn014
https://doi.org/10.1177/0038038516629909
https://doi.org/10.1080/19361653.2014.935552
https://doi.org/10.1300/J514v19n02_03
https://doi.org/10.1300/J514v19n02_03
https://doi.org/10.1177/1363460713487370
https://doi.org/10.1080/00918369.2014.928581
http://www.ejumpcut.org/archive/onlinessays/JC39folder/gayLatinoPorn.html
https://doi.org/10.1177/2329496516686621
https://doi.org/10.1177/2329496516686621
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2013.785025
https://doi.org/10.1177/2332649214546870
https://scholarship.law.berkeley.edu
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10461-012-0135-z
https://doi.org/10.1080/21528586.2013.817048
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01542219
https://doi.org/10.1023/B:QUAS.0000005053.99846.e5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-008-9387-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-008-9387-0
https://doi.org/10.1080/00918369.2016.1191233
https://doi.org/10.1080/00918369.2016.1191233


Teunis, N. 2007. “Sexual Objectification and the Construction of Whiteness in the Gay Male
Community.” Culture, Health & Sexuality 9 (3): 263–275. doi:10.1080/13691050601035597

Traeen, B., and K. Daneback. 2013. “The Use of Pornography and Sexual Behaviour among
Norwegian Men and Women of Differing Sexual Orientation.” Sexologies 22 (2): e41–e48. doi:
10.1016/j.sexol.2012.03.001

White, J. M., E. Dunham, B. Rowley, S. L. Reisner, and M. J. Mimiaga. 2015. “Sexually Explicit
Racialised Media Targeting Men Who Have Sex with Men Online: A Content Analysis of High-
Risk Behaviour Depicted in Online Advertisements.” Culture, Health & Sexuality 17 (8):
1021–1034. doi:10.1080/13691058.2015.1027738

White, J. M., S. L. Reisner, E. Dunham, and M. J. Mimiaga. 2014. “Race-Based Sexual Preferences
in a Sample of Online Profiles of Urban Men Seeking Sex with Men.” Journal of Urban Health
91 (4): 768–775. doi:10.1007/s11524-013-9853-4

Whitfield, T. H. F., J. Rendina, C. Grov, and J. T. Parsons. 2018. “Sexually Explicit Media
and Condomless Anal Sex among Gay and Bisexual Men.” AIDS & Behavior 22 (2): 681–689.
doi:10.1007/s10461-017-1952-x

Wiederman, M. W. 2015. “Sexual Script Theory: Past, Present, and Future.” In Handbook of the
Sociology of Sexualities, edited by J. DeLamater, and R. F. Plante, 7–22. Cham: Springer.

Wight, R. G., A. J. LeBlanc, I. H. Meyer, and F. A. Harig. 2015. “Internalized Gay Ageism,
Mattering, and Depressive Symptoms among Midlife and Older Gay-Identified Men.” Social
Science & Medicine 147: 200–208. doi:10.1016/j.socscimed.2015.10.066

Wright, P. J. 2013. “U. S. Males and Pornography, 1973-2010: Consumption, Predictors,
Correlates.” Journal of Sex Research 50 (1): 60–71. doi:10.1080/00224499.2011.628132

592 S. CORNEAU ET AL.

https://doi.org/10.1080/13691050601035597
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sexol.2012.03.001
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2015.1027738
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11524-013-9853-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10461-017-1952-x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2015.10.066
https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.2011.628132

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Methods
	Sample
	Measures
	Social representations and attitudes towards gay male pornography
	Types of pornography used
	Type of media used

	Data analysis

	Results
	Preliminary analyses
	Main analyses

	Discussion
	Limitations
	Future research

	Conclusion
	Disclosure statement
	References


